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the copiers of books attached little importance to authors' names,
unless posterity had already made them famous. New books had
nothing in the shape of a title-page. There is reason for supposing
that Chaucer read Boccaccio's tales without knowing the name of the
author to whom he was so deeply indebted. The modern title-pages
came in with the printing press, though Caxton, who, like most early
printers, transferred many features of the manuscript book into the
printed copy, never seems to have adopted this new idea. Conserva-
tive in his tastes, it is not unlikely that he had many an argument
on the subject with his friend, assistant and successor, Wynkyn
de Worde, who introduced the title-page almost immediately after
his master's death.